1, Ten of my books:

The History aof Kentucky

< 4te ARampaginae Frontier

2, Frohtier America

. Th= Kenticky (Rivers of #merica

%  The Emerainz South

6. P31ls, Petticoats, an Plews

-\.

7. The Greenina of the South

B, Southern Count-y Editss

o, Kentucks, Lsnd of Contrasts

lo. Ipdiana Yniwversitw, Mid-Wact Fioneer (4

Serins)

wols. ),
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Baaks which in some way had some influence on my adventures
into the world of learning, readins, and sense of time, place,
and style,

1. Tho King James wersion of the Scriptures for its marvelous
figures, sense of history, imanes, Enalish Lanauzae
ctructure, aside from its other walues.

5. Cervantes, Don duixote. Because of its human foibles,
fatility, human felk influences, rome iy, tragedy,

and element of huror in viewing the human comedy.

The Groek elassic legends with a 1 of thagr idelights

arnn the traveils of humanitys.

. Shakespeare's Hamlet is both a basic adventure in

bhe Tield of human sagz, in felklore, in concentrated
wisdom, and, most of all, its historical cahllanges.

e, Gikbon's Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, is at

mEm—— prea — = — il -
asnce highly enlightening and boring in its great burien
gf Zotail, but novertheless, rovei” ing and impressive.

7. Gencrally the English authors of the several ages of
Epalish literature- as it has ever been a part of our
literary heritage.

p, Halph #alde EmeTsen is a must in uncrstanding much of
the sarlier American literary scene, but most important
45 the break away and assertion of American literary
independencea

g, Ulrich B. Phillips, Life and Labor ig the 014 South,
wot alone for its histerical ceontent, but for its polished
style of historical writino,

10, Matk Twain, Huckleberry Fimn, for its literaty, historical,

snd social nuances , and its landmark contribution to

a timed approach to the Ameriean scene.



11. Dumas Malone's five volume bioaraphy of Thomas Jeffersan.
for its research, sane Interpratation, and marvelous
writing style,

of

1Z. Marquis James, Biograohpf Androw Jarkson, This alohg
with John Spencer Bassett Dscumentary on the ane of
Jackson= These books opened a pew vista into American
history, and set a course of investigation wshich is
still very muc in progress.

1%, Albert J. Beveridge, John Marshall, is a monumental '
pionsering work in an arez ever intriguing to historians,
legalists, and everybody elce who seeks to understand

the relativity aof the Unite? States Supreme Loutt and
the cwalution of the app’ iod @onstitution.

14, John Steinack, Grapes of Wrath is an unveiling of the

iragedy, frustration, and helpness of people caught in

a4 trap of both human and institutional failures=. Moot

of 211 it revealed a deep seate! veing of human fortitude
of will, and of a triuTph of sorts,

15. L'11 Take my Stand, by the Southern Agrarlans, for its

intimate revelation of invelments, so-zial, economic, and
literary, of the time when the South crossaed aveET &

wida chasm of revelutionary changed

1¢. Charles A. Beard's Econemic Interprotation af the Cpastitution.

18. Howard W. Odum, southiern Regiops.
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read on treacherous ground when T try Lo name some
tuckians who have contributed to Kentucky's history

and progress. Mevertheless I can be reasomably certain

of
h £
2
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10,
11,
12,
13,

14.

the persons listes here,
Daniel Boone
George Rogers Clark
George Micheolas
John Bradford
Dr. Ephriam Melowell and Jane Todd Crawford
Georne D. Prentice
Henry Clay
Jamas Guthrie
John Grznt Crabbe

J. €. C. Maye

Henry “latterson

Laura Clay

Ellen Churchill Semple

Harriette Arnow

Frank LeRond McVey

The Binghams (Rebert W,, G. Barry, Mary).

Malville Amasa Scovell
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10.
11.
12,

13,

A

Kentuckions Who Hawe been  Detrimental

bto the State's Beputation ant Image.

The bMountain Feudists (Hatfields and jicCoys, Hargiss Cockrédll,
Hill-Evans, Hmwardnwhite-aner-ﬁarrardj.

Jamos si. (Honest Dick) Tate, abszconding state treasurer
Talton Hall, Feudist. {Letcher Count:tl},

Jeremizh Boyle, Uppressive Union Ganeral.

vapeellus Jerome Clark, along with Sam (*vrne Armed®) Berrr
guerillas. :

Tha extremist fundsmentalists ef various religious

and pesctisnary orgarizations, (%u Klux Hransmen, anti-

ewnlutionists, pub;i education epponents.

. Venal legisla ors and other public officials.

4i11iam Gosbel and his power grab in the infamous
“Flection Law," The McCord Railway 411, the abortive
Chinn Textbook Bill.

Jim Howatd, the accused Goebzl assasin.

The irresponsible =trip miners.

J. C. C. C. Mayo and the "Long Form" Dee °,

Vote buyers and sellers whe prostitute the processes
aof stable demperatlic governmant to sy nothing of the

will nf honorable citizens
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feonle Who have had the most Inf uence

1. Both my Mother and Father.

-y T

o

L]

a, dy father held to high moral an’ personal conduct
sta-dards. fe invented the term “"work Ethic.®
My mother was a <ollege trained scho:]l teacher who
had a bright min- and was dedicated to the wause of
erucation,
would have te sasvy an almost nameless aroup of
teachers in the Cheoctow Countv Agricultura High Scheol

aeit. Mississippi.

I roul? rot gver estimate the influence Professor Arthur

#. Hudson, “ra

Y

gssor English, University of Mississiliisi,

te was demanding, theorouvgh, a fine ¢lassroo~ teacher,

and throughout his life an abiding friend.

“harles Sackett Sydnor, frofessor and Head of the Pepartment
of history at Ole Kizs, It was from him I got my first
insight inteo ithe study of history. He tood was a lifelong
friend, sometime advisor, and always a solid scholarly
example and challenae.

dilliam Kenneth ®oyd, my major professor at Duke University.
8 subnerk classroom teacher, a diligent builder of the

great Yuke Library, and a sometimes "catchable" dissertaiion
director, but always dedicated by word and action to the
profession of histerian iIn the sense of teaching, book

and documentary cellection, research and writing.

Bhree Ujiversity of Kentucky history eslleagues, Eljery
Hall, Faul H. Clyde, Hobert G. Lunde were important

personal influences, Nigther Hall nor Lunde were

pub:lishing schelars, Clyde was,



. Frank LeRond McVey, President of the University of
Sentucky, 1918-193%, was indeed an impressive academic
administrater in a state which gave highar education
too meager support. MeVey had a clear consept of what a
university should be, of the =ole of the scholar, of
frecdom of teaching, research, writing, and of
serving the third university funection of public servicn.
In the end I had an almost father-son relationship with
him. YWe shared our draams.,

&. A5 a member from the outset I hecame associated with
fair laree bodiecs of his orians, many of them first rate
scholars, and collectively they offered stiff challenges,

and extended genesrous ecncouragement.

7. Ha man who is married can failed to profit enormously
from the influences of a bright and critical wife. & wife
iz far more incisive than are the fr-nkest professional
trolleagues. I have been blessed with two intelligent
and perceptive wives.

8. In a final analysis who knows how many persona' and

professional bear upon one's life? Many, of COUTS B
mant times have casual remarks, or a chance observation

borne decisively on the course of one's 1life? In my case, many,
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Diglikes about Kentucky

Io begin with Kentucky 85 ne different from other states,
[+ has Its plusses and minusea, some time- in overfull
measure, I tharsughly abher the pelitical corruption which
has so often stained the admocratic process in Kentuocky's
history, Every wote "hought", every private driveway pawve-d
at public expense, overy mean and selfish aet of & publicz
sechool hoard, failure of the courts, and criminal act by
a public official has seiled Kentucky's image and dilutad ftﬂ
intearity, One has only to examine the electoral statistics
of past elections to see how much Kentuckians lack faith
in their governing procsess.

There has aver run throvah Mentucky history the not o

syhtle impact of p provincialism, Often this thix haz beon
a ¢ostly thing. Communities hawve bean set against communities,
thers have been failures in the creation and operation of
reqional institutions which would be of more substantial
quality because of provincial and narrow sectional bickering.
On the broader state-wide scale sectlonallism has often
aenerated a shortsightensss which has kept many Kenlucky
public instititions in a state of medicocrity, or
has involwved 3 wasteful wuses of limited Financiazl and other
resources,. Kentucky, obviously, will not live in an isalater
cultural, social, economic, transnortatien, intustrial, and
and communication world in the next century, this naxttern of
change is already in place. Sectionallsm of the provincial
Kentucky type will have no place in the next century in

the broader needs and functions of state society,
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What I dislike abeout Kentucky

It is highly frustrzting to see Kentuckians fail to
live up to the potentials of their land and place. They
have at once a passion for the past and too often have
reverle ! a shortsighte  indifference to their potentials,
Toa often they have bren slow I not actually resictenat
to changes, changes which are exerted largely by local
native inertia, and,paradoxically, by outside Torces which
=iy too often hawve been of an expleitstive nature. Never
at anvy moment have Kentuckians been fully alerted to the
fact its human population is das much a resource as are
the land and its forest and mineral resources, all demanding
affective processing. Throughout most of this century

have seen education falter for lack of financial support,
a consistent and concerned plan, wenz2l and even, sometimes,
shameful prostitution eof the educational progrzam, This has
been especially true in areas where the school systems have
had jobs to offer, and jobs instead of competent education
hawve become the focus.

It is painful to see the very bosom of the the state
desecrated with trasi in myriad forms, to see sloven domestic
premices, polution of streams, srosion on the hills, and
ravenous leg and lumber expleiters robh that forest twenty
ye-rs ahead of profitable harwvest time.

surely, in the most human terms, the persistent vielence
whieh has stained Kentucky history over the centuries
cannoy but be the shameful mark of Cain. Far too long, and far
too often, the Kentucky image has dripesd with the blood

of violence.






